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 To provide a brief overview of the aim of additional 
support and the role of a classroom assistant

 A overview of dyslexia type difficulties

 What is reading

 The alphabet

 Supporting reading

 Supporting spelling and writing



 Give children access to the mainstream 
curriculum (what is being taught in the 
classroom). Act as a “bridge” for the child.

 Develop children’s independence and problem 
solving abilities. Let the child take responsibility 
for their learning. Avoid doing it for them.

A child “glued or velcroed” to a C.A. will 
prevent the child from becoming independent and 

self sufficient.



 'A good learning support assistant will offer 
the tools to help the child to succeed.‘

 Work alongside the teacher either 
supporting the whole class or assigned to 
individual children with special needs.

 May be involved with record keeping, 
assessment, modification of, or provision of, 
teaching and learning materials.
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Input

Short-Term Memory

Working Memory

Long-term Memory

Output

Input Output Model of Memory (Kelly and Phillips 2011)

Memory



•Small chunks of information

•Making it memorable

•Engaging two or more senses simultaneously 

•Connect it to something they already know

•Ask the questions to support understanding

• ‘Self talk’ 

•Rehearsal

•Repeat



Working Memory is the ability to work with information

A strong Working Memory is paramount for success in our 
daily lives

A strong Working Memory is imperative in our fast paced 
world. 

Working Memory is the number 1 indicator of learning 
ability, far greater than IQ. 
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Using multisensory methods to support reading: 
engaging the senses simultaneously 

Sight, touch and sound 
to connect letters with 
sounds

Using two fingers air 
writing : motor memory
sight and sound

Tactile touch memory 
on sand paper

Word building using 
colour coded tiles

Read it, Build it, Write it Tap it out Words on a story stick Word in a shared story



What is reading?



What is reading?



• Jolly phonic
• Letterland (Story based approach)

• Letters and Sounds (UK national curriculum) 

• Linguistic Phonics
• The CSP (Complete spelling programme)

• THRASS (Teaching handwriting reading and spelling skills)

• Sound Linkage
• Read Write Inc



Early intervention is critical
especially when there is evidence 
that phonological awareness                             has 
been slow to develop in the early                                  
years

Reading consists of …..
Word Recognition:
 Phonemic awareness
 Phonics
 Fluency (Sight vocab)

Language Comprehension
 Vocabulary
 Comprehension

Fostered in an 
environment of 
love of books , 
words and stories

Learning to read is a complex process



Semantic Cues: Using the pupil’s existing background 

knowledge and experiences. e.g. The monkey ate a ………… what 
is the pupil most likely to predict from their own understanding?  

Grapho-phonemic Cues: Ability to match a letter/letters 

to particular sound

Syntactic Cues: Knowledge of the grammatical structure, 

rules and patterns of language. The cat has five kitten. ‘this does 
not make sense and should be kittens. Does the text sound right.

Pragmatic Cues: Awareness of the social/cultural purpose of 

the words e.g. She turned on the …………… as it was cold outside 
(likely to be heating…. as this is our cultural norm)

Readers draw on four cueing systems to make 
sense and understand what they are reading  



Reading Cue Cards to support reading strategies



 English is based on an alphabetic principle (26 
letters of the alphabet, approximately 44 
sounds).

 Children with literacy difficulties often have 
difficulties with remembering sequences. 

 Alphabet Arc

 What activities could you do with the alphabet 
arc?   Work in pairs.



The alphabet arc

Begin with matching wooden or 

plastic letters to letter shapes, and 

saying name while placing the letter.

Every letter has a name, sound, 

shape (to see) and a shape (to feel).



Fill in the boxes with:

• Picture cues
• Lower case letter shape
• Upper case letter shape



Picture cues for the alphabet 

Alpha to 
Omega 
visuals

Using flash cards to support initial 
sounds and beginning blends 



Start with a-g



Start with a-g, 

then add h-n



Start with a-g, 

then add h-n, 

and o-u



Start with a-g, 

then add h-n, 

o-u and 

finally v-z.



Lay out :

a   beginning

z    ending 

m   middle



Lay out only m



highlight vowels



highlight vowels

and 

highlight 

consonants



highlight vowels

and 

highlight soft and 

hard ‘c’ (sound)



highlight vowels

and 

highlight soft and 

hard ‘g’ (sound)



Remove one 

letter 

(leave a space)



Remove one 

letter 

(No space)



Remove two 

letters 

(leave spaces)



Remove two 

letters 

(No spaces)



Remove two 

adjacent letters 

(leave spaces)



Transpose two 

adjacent letters 



 Block fitting

 Free writing in sand

 Dot to dots

 Jigsaw

 Tracking: s a c b c f d r e t f    etc….

 Missing letter: a b c d  _ f g h I j k l _ n o p q r s t v u w x y z   
(marked)  

Missing letter: a b c d  f g h I j k l n o p q r s t v u w x y z  

(unmarked)

 Using lower and upper case letters

 What next cards

 Wordshark games

 Visual support displayed in class, on desk or pocket prompt

a  b  c  d  e  f  g  h  i  j  k  l  m  n  o  p  q  r  s  t  u  v  w  x  y  z  



Games available on 
the internet from 

Googling 
‘Alphabet Games’



 High Frequency Words: First 100 HFWs make up 50% 
of words we read.

 Children often get stuck on many of these words such 
as “of”, “to”, “her”, “she”, “he”, “when”.

 These words often affect the meaning of a sentence.

 Knowing these words helps to make a child a faster 
and more fluent reader.

 They help to build a child’s confidence when reading.

 Some words are commonly confused e.g. 
was/saw…of/for/from…no/on…there/them/then.
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 Individualized flash cards 

for building sight word

recognition

 Activities for sight word recognition: including 
matching, sentence building, reading and writing

1.A4page.Write in  2. Show and read   3. Ask pupil to place 

words to be used.   words to pupil.     each word. Repeat    4. Sequence words into 

reading each word     sentence. Copy and write.

until placed.              Read, illustrate.





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 boots 
 

snowman  

 gloves hat 

 

 slippery

  

scarf                             coat 

 

  

                                                                                      icicles 

                          snowballs 

sledge  cold                   
High frequency words

Subject specific words
with visuals



 Put on stickers to the know words

 Tick the words known

 Race to the castle

 Timed race to the castle door mehe

saidwent

I

play
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Four in a row word games
Templates from:
www.printablereadinggames.com

High Frequency
Compound
Time

http://www.printablereadinggames.com/


Bingo templates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to add numbers, letters or words to the cards before printing, right 
click on the box and then click ‘Add Text’ 



Games : Snakes and ladders   
(Inclusion and Diversity Service Templates)

 
 

                                                                      
 

                                                                     
                                     
 
 
                                                   

 
   

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Start 

Finish 

1 

16 15 14 13 

12 

11 

10 9 

8 

7 6 5 

3 4 2 



Dominoes templates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you want to insert words into the cards before you print, right click on the shape and click on 
‘Add Text’: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inclusion and Diversity 
Service Templates





Strategies:

 Break words into their individual sounds e.g.
f…r…o…g

 Can you suggest any drawbacks of relying 
on this approach alone?



 Break into onset and end rime  e.g. c ap c

l

m

n

t

tr

sl

ap

ap

ap

ap

ap

ap

ap



Flashcards to support building fluency, focusing 
on initial blends and rime endings



 Cut the words up and put them back 
together again

blends and end rimes

individual letters

syllables
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Activities: Word jigsaws
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 Chunk syllables e.g.   fan tas tic

 Look for a small word e.g.    his    carpet

 Is there a word you know which has the 
same ending?  e.g. you know “day” now can 
you read…  “say”. 



If you are trying to encourage confidence and 
flow you can adopt the paired reading 
approach…5 second rule, tell the child the 
word if he/she hasn’t worked it out after 5 
seconds.

Shared reading (you share the reading. It also 
provides an opportunity to model reading).



 Check that children understand what they are 
reading

 Extend their vocabulary. Check that they 
understand the meanings of words.  “Do you 
know what ….. is?”

 Ask questions about their reading.



Write down 3 questions you could ask a child before 
you read a book.
1.
2.
3.

Write down 3 questions you could ask a child during 
the reading of a book?
1.
2.
3

Write down 3 questions you could ask a child after 
reading.
1.
2.
3.









 Sequence pictures from their 

reading into the correct order.

 Match words to pictures.

 Match phrases/sentences 

to pictures.



 To improve fluency you can get the child to 
record a page of their reading on the i-pad and 
play it back.

 Select a sentence from their reading, 
cut it up and have the child put 
it together again. You can cut it up 
into individual words or phrases.

 Listen to audio books (NI Libraries)

 Use software to read text (Immersive reader 
Windows 365, Texthelp) 



 Spelling is a different skill from reading.

 You must be able to read the word before 
you can spell it.  

 You need to understand how to use the word…link to 
meaning.

 Encourage children to say letter names. Letter names 
are consistent. 

 Be encouraging. Point out the positives.

 Try not to let a child get into the habit of writing a word 
incorrectly. Consistent incorrect spelling will be 
established in memory.



 Assistive technology: Use of computers, laptops, ipads, 
and tablets using software such as Wordshark, clicker, 
Texthelp Read&Write and accessibility tools built within 
the hardware

 Hand held Spell-checkers

 Help mats (similar to those used for single word reading) 
can be used to support spelling.

 High frequency words or topic words can be put on the 
desk or visibly close for reference in the class.

 Rules and tricky words can be displayed on the desk or 
visibly close for reference in class

 Provide on a post-it note quickly, avoid asking them to 
sound it out in front of peers



 Practise Look Say Cover Write Check or Read, Trace 
over, Copy and Spell

 Practise writing in different mediums if available 
saying the letters as they write them (sand/salt/flour).

 Practise rainbow writing (tracing over in different 
colours) saying the letters. 

 Find a known word with the same 
end rime and use as an “anchor” word.
e.g. day  now spell stay        play      way

 Wordsearch (use horizontal only)
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hat

cat
bat

sat

fat

pat

mat
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• Stretch out the word. What sounds 

do you hear? 

• Does it sound like a word you 

know? 

e.g. : look – cook

• Leave out the hard bit- then fill in the 

details later e.g. bec—s

• Use syllables -try to spell each little 

bit e.g.:   fan / tas / tic

• Try the word out - pick the one that 

looks    right   e.g. sno / snoe / snow
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 Give children prompt questions to help them 
structure their writing

When? Who? Where? What 

happened?

Why? How 

does it 

end?



I am going to think 
about all the things I 
want to say and draw 

some pictures to 
help me remember 

them.

I am going to think 
about some 

interesting words to 
use to describe how 

I feel.

I am not going to 
write a whole 

sentence yet. I’m 
just going to put 

some pictures and 
words to remind 
me what to say.











dog

running

happy

park

ball

The dog is 
running.

He is happy.

He is in the park.

The dog runs 
after the ball.



Watch out for

COPS

Capitals                           

Words Left Out    

Punctuation

Spelling

Remember 
your finger 
spaces 

Don’t forget 
Mr Punctuation. 
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Not all pupils need the same thing

Hi… I’m Ben and 
I’m 8 

Hi… I’m Jake  and 
I’m 13

Hi… I’m Emma  
and I’m 10 



Three significant areas which contribute to 
literacy difficulties

 Working memory

 Speed of processing speed

 Phonological awareness and processing

How to support sight vocabulary recognition 

How to support sound/letter recognition 

How to support spelling and writing activities 

How to support reading comprehension
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